CHAPTER III
EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN

In no other part of the world woman occupies an
equal status with men except in the Soviet Union and
every vestige of the old laws or social arrangements rele-
gating women to a subordinate position have been swept
away. In no sphere of life are men accorded privileges"
from which women are debarred.

As far back as 1866, Marx had made it abundantly
clear that the working class struggle against the capitalist
state would be of no avail, unless women were made
free from their domestic and economic bondage. And
not later than 1917 it was also held by Lenin that "there
can be no talk of any sound and complete democracy,
let alone of any socialism, until women take their rightful
permanent place both in the political life of the country
and in the public life of the community in general."

On the other hand if we just study the general views
with regard to the position of women in India prevail'
ing during the period of i860 to 1917, we find them
in sharp contrast to the views held by Marx and Lenin.
Woman has been looked upon as man's chattel, always
catering to his needs and requirements. The only con-
cem she has in life is with the children, the church and
the kitchen, with the result, that apart from the drud-
gery and wretchedness of domestic life she has been kept
altogether unconcerned and aloof from other social
and political spheres of life. Illiteracy is rampant among
them and they are, on all sides, surrounded by prejudi-
ces, superstitions and priestcraft, with no educational